
BEFS1U3 THE DIRECTOR 

OF THE 

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

I N  THE MATTER OF ) ORDER MODIFYING BOUNDARIES OF 
THE RAFT RIVER 1 THE RAFT RIVER CRITICAL GROUND- 
CRITICAL GROUNDWATER AREA ) WATER AREA 

WHEREAS, on J u l y  23, 1963 t h e  fol lowing p a r t  of t h e  S t a t e  of Idaho 

conta in ing  t h e  Raf t  River  Groundwater ba s in  was dec la red  t o  be a  " C r i t i c a l  

Groundwater Area" pursuant  t o  Sec t ions  42-226 and 42-233a, Idaho Code. 

Beginning a t  a  po in t  on t h e  sou the r l y  boundary 
of t h e  Burley I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  on t he  Line 
common t o  Ranges 24 and 25 East ;  thence South 
on s a i d  range l i n e  t o  t h e  wes te r ly  boundary of 
Marsh Creek Drainage; thence sou the r l y  on s a i d  
wes t e r l y  boundary t o  Harrison Mountain; thence 
sou the r l y  on t h e  wes te r ly  boundary of Raf t  
River  Drainage t o  t h e  south l i n e  of t h e  s t a t e  
of Idaho; thence e a s t  on s a i d  l i n e  t o  a  po in t  
on t h e  e a s t e r l y  boundary of Raf t  River Drain- 
age; thence no r the r l y  along s a i d  e a s t e r l y  
boundary t o  t h e  Snake River; thence wes te r ly  
along t h e  Snake River  t o  t h e  e a s t e r l y  l i n e  of 
t h e  Burley I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ;  thence south- 
e r l y  and wes t e r l y  a long  t h e  boundary of s a i d  
d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  po in t  of beginning,"  and; 

WHEREAS, a f t e r  completion of va r i ous  s t u d i e s  of t h e  Raft  River Valley,  

modi f ica t ions  have been made removing c e r t a i n  a r e a s  from t h e  c r i t i c a l  

des igna t ion .  On August 2,  1965, an  a r ea  on t h e  extreme nor thern  boundary 

was removed. On September 19,  1966, t h e  Albion Basin on t h e  west s i d e  

was removed. On November 16, 1970, t h e  a r ea  gene ra l l y  no r th  of t h e  Yale 

road was removed from the  c r i t i c a l  des igna t ion  and; 

WHEREAS, t h e  D i r ec to r  rece ived  on February 14,  1977, s e v e r a l  p e t i t i o n s  

signed by more than e igh ty  res: idents  of t h e  c r i t i c a l  groundwater a r e a  

reques t ing  t h a t  t h e  des igna t ion  be removed from t h e  upper Raf t  River  Val ley ,  

Elba, Yost-Almo subbasins and; 

WHEREAS, a  pub l i c  meeting-was he ld  i n  Elba, Idaho on May 6,  1977 

ro ob t a in  information concerning t he  r eques t ,  and a l l  comments favored 

. ?moving t h e  c r i t i c a l  de s igna t i on  from t h e  upper a r e a s  of t h e  Raf t  River 

$ a l l e y  and; 

WHEREAS, pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  42-233a, Idaho Code, t h e  D i r ec to r  of t h e  

'L~epartment of Water Resources gave n o t i c e  t o  t he  pub l i c  t h a t  he was con- 

s i de r i ng  modi f ica t ion  of t he  c r i t i c a l  groundwater a r e a  by removing t h e  p o r t i o n  



gene ra l l y  descr ibed  a s  t h e  upper Raf t  River  Valley,  Elba and Yost-Almo 

subbasins from t h e  des igna t ion ,  and f u r t h e r  gave n o t i c e  t h a t  he  intended 

t o  hold a hear ing  May 26, 1977 a t  7:30 p.m. i n  t h e  Raft  River High School, 

Malta, Idaho, t o  cons ider  any o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  s tatement  t h a t  any person 

might wish t o  make i n  suppor t  of o r  aga in s t  t h e  proposed modi f ica t ion .  

WHEREAS, a t  t h e  hear ing  t h e  hearing o f f i c e r  extended u n t i l  June 6, 1977 

t h e  time w i th in  which w r i t t e n  s ta tements  would be accepted and; 

WHEREAS, pub l i c  input  a t  t h e  hearing and a s  w r i t t e n  s ta tements  has 

unanimously favored t h e  remo.ca1 of t he  c r i t i c a l  des igna t ion  f r o n i t h e  Yost- 

Almo and Elba subbasins and; with some r e se rva t i ons ,  t h e  removal of t h i s  

des igna t ion  from a l l  upper a r e a s  of t he  Raf t  River  Valley and; 

WHEREAS, t h e  average r a t e  of underground water  outf low from t h e  

Yost-Almo subbasin ( inc luding  Junc t ion  Valley)  i s  est imated t o  be 16,900 

a c r e  f e e t  per  year  (USGS open f i l e  r e p o r t ,  "The Raf t  River  Basin, Idaho - 

Utah, a s  of 1966") and; 

WHEREAS, t h e  average r a t e  of underground water  outf low from t h e  Elba 

subbasin has no t  been f u l l y q u a n t i f i e d b u t  ha s ,  i n  p a r t ,  been es t imated  t o  

be  600 t o  800 a c r e  f e e t  per  year  ("USGS Open F i l e  Report "The Raf t  River 

Basin, Idaho-Utah a s  of 1966") and; 

WHEREAS, i t  is t h e  opinion of t h e  D i r ec to r  t h a t  underground water  

resource  t h e  Elba and YostAlmo subbasin can be dev&oped f u r t h e r  without  

adverse e f f e c t s  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  ground water  resources  of t h e  remaining a r ea s  

designated a s  c r i t i c a l  groundwater a r e a s  o r  t h e  water  r i g h t s  from streams 

and r i v e r s  i n  t h e  Raf t  River  Drainage. However, t h e  development of ground 

waters  i n  t h e  Elba and Yost-Almo subbasins must be  l im i t ed  i n  volume, 

l oca t i on  and depth of waters  appropr ia ted ,  and p l ace  of use  of t h e  ground 

waters  i f  adverse  a f f e c t s  t o  p r i o r  r i g h t s  a r e  t o  be avoided. 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, t h a t  t h e  Raft  River  C r i t i c a l  

Groundwater a r e a  a s  descr ibed  i n  t h e  S t a t e  Reclamation Engineer 's  o rder  

of Ju ly  23, 1963, be f u r t h e r  modified t o  i nc lude  only t h e  a r e a  descr ibed  

a s  fol lows:  

Beginning a t  t h e  no r thea s t  corner  of Sec t ion  36, 
T. 10  S. ,  R. 25 E.B.M., t h a t  po in t  l y i n g  on t h e  
l i n e  between Ranges 25 E. B. M .  and 26 E. B. M . ;  
thence South a l n . ~ g  s a i d  l i n e  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i th  
t h e  e a s t e r l y  b o u ~ d a r y  of t h e  Marsh Creek Drainage; 
thence sou the r l y  along t he  dra inage  d iv ide  between t h e  Raf t  
River Basin and the Marsh Creek Drainage Basin t o  t h e  
southern-most i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  dra inage  d i v i d e  
wi th  t he  l i n e  between ranges,  25 E.B.M. and 26 E.B.Y., 



thence south  along t h a t  range l i n e  t o  t h e  boundary 
l i n e  between t h e  s t a t e s  of Idaho and Utah; thence 
e a s t e r l y  along s a i d  boundary l i n e  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of s a i d  boundary l i n e  w i th  t h e  dra inage  d iv ide  between 
Raf t  River  Drainage Basin and Black P ine  Drainage Basin; 
Thence no r thea s t e r l y  along t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary of 
t h e  Raf t  River  Drainage t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  
Sec t i on  l i n e  common t o  Sec t ions  26 and 35, T. 10  S. ,  
R  29 E.B.M.; then west along a  l i n e  p a r a l l e l  t o  and 
one mi l e  no r th  of t h e  l i n e  common t o  Township 10  
South and Township 11 South, t o  t h e  no r thea s t  corner  of Sec t ion  
31, T. 10  S.,  R. 28 E.B.M.; thence no r th  t o  t h e  north-  
e a s t  corner  of Sec t ion  18 ,  T. 10  S., R. 28 E.B.M.; 
thence west t o  t h e  northwest  corner  of s e c t i o n  13,  
T. 10 S., R. 27 E.B.M.; thence south  one mi le ,  thence 
west  one-half mile;  thence south  one mile;  thence west  
one-half mile;  thence south  one mi l e  t o  t h e  no r thea s t  
corner  of Sec t ion  34, T. 10 S  R. 27 E.B.M.; thence 
west along a  l i n e  p a r a l l e l  t o  and one mi l e  no r th  of 
t h e  l i n e  common t o  Township 10 South and Town- 
s h i p  11 South t o  t he  po in t  of beginning; and 

IT IS F'URTHER ORDERED, t h a t  development of t h e  groundwater resources  

of t h e  subbasins hereby removed from t h e  c r i t i c a l  de s igna t i on  be  l im i t ed  

t o  an  a c t u a l  n e t  withdrawal not  t o  exceed t h e  r a t e  of underground water  

outf low l i s t e d  he r e in ,  o r  a s  subsequently determined by t h e  D i r ec to r  

Before tak ing  a c t i o n  on any a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  app rop r i a t e  groundwater i n  t he  a r ea  

hereby opened, t h e  D i r ec to r  will cons ider  t he  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  proposed we l l ,  

t h e  a q u i f e r  l a y e r  from which water i s  t o  be ob ta ined ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t he  

p l a c e o f  use,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of r e t u r n  flow, t he  reques ted  d ive r s i on  r a t e ,  and 

any o t h e r  f a c t o r  which may derermine t h e  a f f e c t  of t h e  proposed development 

upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of water  t o  f i l l  p r i o r  s u r f a c e  and groundwater r i g h t s .  

IT I S  FURTHER ORDERED, t h a t  t h e  above change i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  des igna t ion  

s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  8:00 a.m. Ju ly  22, 1977, and t h a t  any a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

permit  t o  app rop r i a t e  groundwater p roper ly  f i l e d  wi th  t h e  D i r ec to r  f o r  t he  

a r e a s  hereby removed from the  c r i t i c a l  de s igna t i on  between t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  of t h i s  o rder  and t h e  d a t e  of i t s  i ssuance  s h a l l  be  g iven  t h e  d a t e  of 

p r i o r i t y  of t he  t ime t h e  order  is  e f f e c t i v e .  

DATED THIS DAY OF a0 ?tlL June, 1977. 

D i r ec to r  


